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October 2020 Sightings Report

It was a quiet, average month.  Temperatures averaged 
50.9 °F, 0.3° above normal.  The month started cool, with 
a passing storm system to end the first week, then turned 
milder with ideal weather to enjoy fall colors, and on to 
peak at a record high of 80°on the 23rd.  A sharp cold 
front passed late in that day, and cooler temperatures and 
scattered showers dominated the last week, with a few 
snow flurries and the first hard frost of the season on the 
final day.  Precipitation at 2.76ʺ was just 0.04ʺ above 
normal.  There was only a trace of snow on the 31st.  Nine 
straight days of some rainfall from October 19-27 set a 
new record for the month.  There were no major precip- 
itation events, and even winds were below normal.

The species total for the month set a new record high for 
an October.  All regularly expected species were 
reported, with only some almost regulars and hoped-for 
species missed, like: passing phalaropes, Little Gull, and 
a number of species for which the tail end of their 
departure just hits October.  Shorebird variety was good 
at 20 species and warblers at 26 species.  There was 
only one record late departure and 7 more passerines at 
dates beyond the old Monroe County Checklist distri- 
butions, but with later records in the intervening years.  
The eBird records downloaded this month for the region 
totaled 36,589, more than double last year’s download.  
Probably, the better weather this year was a positive, but 
lack of a New York State Ornithological Association 
meeting here was still a factor.  Possibly, restricted travels 
due to COVID-19 had more birders out more locally.  At 
the Braddock Bay Bird Observatory banding station, the 
number of new bands was up by about 75% from last 
year.  Again, interesting changes to ponder.

Most of the expected waterfowl were reported, though 
generally at relatively low numbers, other than single 
large counts for Canada Goose and Northern Pintail.  
Diving ducks were noted only in relatively low peak 
counts.  There were no real misses.  Greater White- 
fronted Goose, Cackling Goose, and Harlequin Duck 
were the only relatively rarer species. 

From pheasants through Sandhill Crane, all of the 
expected species were reported, mostly in typical 
numbers and departure dates.  The Red-necked Grebe 
maximum was at the somewhat higher count of 86, 
typical of recent years.  No large Chimney Swift gath- 
erings were noted into this month, and as usual, the 
goatsuckers were not reported.  Rails were scarce, and 
gallinule and coot numbers were low in the Northern 
Montezuma Wildlife Management Area due to reduced 
habitat with easy access.  The peak American Coot count 
was 300 at Braddock Bay.  The now-expected gathering 
of Sandhill Cranes in the Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge complex reached 70 in a count in our region; 
more next month. 

An OK 20 shorebird species were reported.  Numbers 
were low, other than a few counts of Dunlin.  Lake 
Ontario water levels reached the point where there were 
some mudflats in the bays, and many of the reports came 

from the area around the barrier beach island at the 
mouth of Braddock Bay.  Sightings of 1-3 Hudsonian 
Godwits for the first half of the month plus, and the arrival 
of Purple Sandpipers at month’s end garnered the most 
birder attention.  A few species sometimes continuing into 
this month were missed, with no phalarope reports 
probably the closest to a bit surprising. 

The jaegers continued to put on a good show along the 
lakeshore following September’s large numbers.  At least 
14 Parasitic Jaegers, one adult Long-tailed Jaeger, and 
one jaeger species were reported.  With passing Bona- 
parte’s Gulls relatively scarce, missing Little Gull was not 
a big surprise.  Two different Laughing Gulls were 
reported and photographed.  The now-expected Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls were well reported, but there were no 
early white-winged gulls.  Terns were present to expected 
departure dates in small numbers. 

The loon movement was on the low side; peak numbers 
were also low.  Among the herons, egrets, and allies, a 
nice surprise was the region’s third White-faced Ibis 
found by Sheryl Gracewski and Tom Nash on Salmon 
Creek, inland from Braddock Bay on the 7th, and seen 
and photographed by many others.  There was also a 
flyby Plegadis ibis species off Greece on the 23rd.

The fall raptor picture was again weak.  There were no 
reports for Black Vulture, Northern Goshawk, or Broad- 
winged Hawk, and few Red-shouldered Hawks.  Rough- 
legged Hawk was reported from 4 locations on and after 
the 23rd.  Again skipping forward, all 3 regular falcons 
were again well reported this fall. 

This year, the owls produced some surprises.  Early note 
of a Northern Saw-whet Owl in the Owl Woods prompted 
an organized count, with 11 found by month’s end (and 
more in November).  And a banding effort at the BBBO 
area caught 25 Northern Saw-whet Owls from October, 
5-21 with a maximum of 18 banded on the 21st.  Also, a 
Barred Owl has taken up residence in that area and has 
become very tolerant of people.  Unfortunately, too 
many visitors have taken advantage of that and have 
forgotten the ethics part of their avocation.  In 
addition, the first Short-eared Owls of the season were 
reported on the 10th.  Red-headed Woodpecker reports 
were scarce again, hopefully mostly an effort issue; ticked 
earlier by most listers and sites not high priority at this 
time of year for those looking for new birds.  
    
Again, essentially all the expected passerine species 
were reported; only Bobolink might be considered almost 
regular into October and missed; any others iffy.  
Numbers were better for many species and more than 
usual continued to October departures.  Eight passerines 
were reported at dates beyond the latest in the 1984 
Monroe County Checklist, but all had been reported 
previously at later dates since then, except for a record 
late Mourning Warbler seen and photographed by Greg 
Lawrence on the 17th.  Among the banding data were 9 
species with numbers banded more than 2 standard 
deviations from their prior 9-year averages; all were 
increases: Philadelphia and Red-eyed Vireos; 
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Black-capped Chickadee; Swainson’s Thrush; 
Worm-eating Warbler (only 2); Cape May, Bay-breasted, 
and Blackburnian Warblers; and Purple Finch.  Also high 
were: Gray-cheeked Thrush (after a couple of low years), 
Blackpoll Warbler, and White-throated Sparrow.  Attempts 
at statistical comparisons give one a chance to think 
about jumping to conclusions with numbers and 
“statistics”.  The variance around most of the banding 
averages or departures dates, if one tries that, are large, 
so almost no changes seem significant.  Biological 
systems are difficult to study; too many little understood 
variables.  By month’s end, nearly all our irregular winter 
finches had been reported and in decent numbers, and 
we will add the rest in November.  Nelson’s Sparrows 
were the only scarcer species in that family, found at 
Burger Park, the Braddock Bay barrier beach, and Buck 
Pond.  Among the 26 species of warblers reported, 15 
Orange-crowned (none banded), a Connecticut banded 
on the 1st, and the record late Mourning were of special 
note.  A Dickcissel found and photographed by Terry 
Bohling in Livonia ends this October list.   
 
Please submit reports to eBird, post them on 
geneseebirds, and/or send them by the 5th of the month 
to Andrea Patterson, 144 Greystone Lane, #24, 
Rochester, NY  14618.

10-year Average
2020 2019 (2010-2019)

Total species for October 219 194 203.5
New species for the year 5 3 5.1
Total for the year to date 287 287 286.1

Bob Spahn and the RBA Records Committee

Observers: Jim Adams, Susan Alexander, Osvaldo 
Araya, Kevin Armstrong, BBBO (Andrea Patterson), 
Jessie Barry, Jim Barry, Katelyn Barry, Mitchell Barry, 
Doug Beattie, Don & Gillian Bemont, Linda Clark 
Benedict, Steve Benedict, Mike Bergin, Lynn Bergmeyer, 
Barry Bermudez,  John Boettcher, Terry Bohling, Lynn 

Braband, Kyle Brock, Mark Brown, Logan Brunner, 
Robert Buckert, Ted Buhl, Sara Burch, Bruce Cady, Brad 
Carlson, Robert Cicotta, Jared Clark, Kelly Close, Andrew 
Consler, Kathleen Dalton, Doug Daniels, Gregg Dashnau, 
Martin Dibble, Mark Druziak, Sarah Dzielski, Diane Egan, 
Mark Fitzsimmons, George Ford, Jim Fry, Kyle Gage, 
Andy Garland, Janis George, Jessica George, Candy 
Giles, Christopher Goetz, James Goetz, John Gordinier, 
Sheryl Gracewski, Jane Graves, Jay Greenberg, Kevin 
Griffith, Ralph & Georgia Guenther, Michael Gullo, 
Andrew Guthrie, Catherine Guthrie, Chris Guthrie, Helen 
& Chris Haller, David & Vanna Harding, Kim Hartquist, 
Jim & Allison Healy, Christina Hoh, Dick Horsey, Bill 
Howe, Marshall Iliff, Carolyn Jacobs, Alyssa Johnson, 
Amy Kahn, Laura & Paul Kammermeier, Ryan Kayhart, 
David Kennedy, Josh Ketry, Mike Kidulich, Jim Kimball, 
Kathy Kirsch, Michael Laird, Chris Lajewski, Tom Lathrop, 
Greg Lawrence, Gayle Lazoration, Tim Lenz, Joan & Vern 
Lindberg, Peggy Mabb, Cindy Marino, Pat Martin, Donna 
Mason-Spier, Barb Matthews, Lauri Mattle, Kenneth 
McCarthy, Jacob McCartney, Daniel McDermott, Kevin 
McGann, Jay McGowan,  Jim Miles, Kent Millham, 
Adrielle Mitchell, Mike Morgante, Brian & Brooke Morse, 
Jim & Linda Mott, Leah Mould, Chan Nam,  Allen Nash, 
Tom Nash, David Nicosia, Rivka Noll, William Norton, 
Dave Nutter, Dave Odell, Gary Palmer, Andrea Patterson, 
Richard Pedigo, Norma Platt, Jo Popma, Jay Powell, 
Doug Rabjohns, RBA Field Trips, Carolyn Ragan, Neal 
Reilly, Rosemary Reilly, Susan Poberts, Susan 
Robertson, Brian Rohrs, Vanya Rohwer, Victoria 
Rothman, Wade & Melissa Rowley, Robert Ryan, Jennifer 
Rycenga, Jackie Salsbury, Livia Santana, Mike Schild, 
Karl Schmidt, Dominic Sherony, Judy Slein, Roger Smith, 
Robert & Susan Spahn, Dave Spier, Rick Stevens, 
Melissa Streit, Allan Strong, Steve Taylor, Aerin Tedesco, 
David Tetlow, Mike & Joann Tetlow, Eunice Thein, John 
Thomas, M. J. Thomas, Brian Tuttle, Geoff Twardokus, 
Nathan Ukens, Benjamin Van Doren, Alison Van Keuren, 
Jeanne & Tom Verhulst, Jules Wagner, Davey Walters, 
Mike Wasilco, Bridget Watts, Alicia Williams, Joe Wing, 
Paul Wolter, Chris Wood, Jim Wood. 

A Hudsonian Godwit at the East Spit of 
Braddock Bay.  Photo by Jay Greenberg.


